
The Easton Planning Commission met on Wednesday, February 5, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in City Council Chambers, Alpha 
Building, One South Third Street, Easton, PA 18042.  Planning Commissioners Charles Elliott, William Heilman, Dennis 
Lieb, and Robert Sun were in were in attendance.  The following Planning & Codes staff members were present: Planner I 
Mike Handzo.  City Solicitor Joel Scheer was also present. 
 
Mr. Elliott called the meeting to order at 6:31pm. 
 
Mr. Elliott mentioned that staff had prepared a revised agenda for the meeting.  He approved the revised agenda as 
presented. 
 
Mr. Lieb noted a typographical error in the draft minutes of the January 15, 2014 meeting.  He moved, with Mr. Heilman 
seconding, that said minutes be approved as amended to revise the typo.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Privilege of the Floor. No members of the public wished to address the Commission. 
 
319 Cattell Street – Special Exception. Mr. Handzo read that the applicants, Derek and Michele Roy, have 
proposed to establish a Retail Specialty (Clothing Store) use in the currently vacant 1,200 square-foot first floor of an 
existing mixed-use (A12) two-story building at 319 Cattell Street.  The previous use at this location was a Tanning Salon.  
The property is located in the College Hill Zoning District, Block Class C, where the proposed Retail Specialty use is not 
permitted per Article XII §595-54.  However, the property is also located in the Street Corridor Enhancement Overlay 
District, where Retail Specialty uses are permitted by Special Exception per Article XXIII §595-126.     
 
A conversation with Michele Roy on January 30, 2014, revealed that they want to establish a Clothing Store located at 
319 Cattell Street.  Items to be sold will be clothing, handbags, and accessories which are associated with a women’s 
boutique shop.  The applicants will be the only two employees associated with this business.  The hours of operation will 
be Monday to Friday 4pm – 9pm, Saturday 9am – 8pm, and Sunday 12pm – 6pm.  The applicant also indicated that there 
are three off-street parking spaces located in the rear of the property that will be used for staff.    
 
Mr. Handzo reported that the proposal met the criteria for Special Exceptions outlined in Article XXXVIII §595-251.  
Therefore, he communicated that staff advocates Planning Commission’s recommendation to the Zoning Hearing Board 
that the request for Special Exception for the proposed C6 – Retail Specialty use be granted. 
 
The applicants, Derek and Michele Roy, were present.  Ms. Roy explained that they had run a successful iteration of their 
business in Harrisburg.  She reported that they were both employed during standard business hours, hence the late 
operating hours.  Ms. Roy expressed her interest in serving the commuter clientele utilizing Cattell Street daily. 
 
Mr. Lieb requested further information about the applicant’s proposed operating hours.  Ms. Roy stated that most College 
Hill-area commuters do not arrive home until after 5:00pm, and depicted the 9:00pm closing hour as a matter of clients’ 
convenience.  Mr. Lieb asked the applicant to detail the appeal of Cattell Street as a commercial location.  Ms. Roy cited 
the location’s proximity to clients’ homes and the availability of free parking on Cattell Street as attractive factors. 
 
Mr. Sun inquired about deliveries to the business.  Ms. Roy reported that she personally shops for inventory at wholesale 
in New York City, so the store would receive minimal truck deliveries.  Mr. Elliott asked if the applicant planned to market 
to Lafayette College students.  Mr. and Ms. Roy described a collection of business and evening attire with potential appeal 
to women of all ages, including college students.  Mr. Scheer clarified the applicant’s operating hours. 
 
Mr. Sun moved, with Mr. Lieb seconding, that the Easton Planning Commission recommend to the Zoning Hearing Board 
that it grants a Special Exception request with conditions to Derek and Michele Roy for a Retail Specialty use at 319 
Cattell Street.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) Update. Mr. Elliott reported that the EAC was planning a tree planting 
event in April at Cottingham Stadium, in partnership with the Easton Area School District and the Lafayette College Landis 
Community Outreach Center.  He summarized EAC discussions on the management of downed tree fall in City parks and 
preparatory measures to safeguard the City’s trees from an anticipated Emerald Ash Borer beetle invasion.  The 
Commission engaged in some brief discussion of these EAC matters. 
 
As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50pm. 
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